
Essential Skills List 

Language Arts Department 

6
th

 Grade 

 

1. Cite textual evidence of a central idea/theme in a text. 

2. Identify the elements of a text type 

a. Fiction: plot, setting, theme, point of view 

3. Determine the connotative and denotative meanings of words and its effect on the 

author’s style and tone. 

4. Compare and contrast a text type to another media type of the same story /other 

genres 

5. Analyze how a key individual, event, theme, or idea is developed throughout a 

text 

6. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text; distinguishing 

claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not 

7. In writing, provide appropriate transitions, precise language (including words and 

phrases), a formal style, and providing conclusions 

a. In argument writing, introduce and support claims with clear reasons and 

relevant evidence in an organized way 

b. Write informative/explanatory texts using a clear topic and an 

organizational strategies (definition, classification, etc.) with relevant 

details 

c. Write a narrative to develop real or imagined experiences or events 

through developed characters, event sequence, and narrative techniques 

8. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

9. Use technology to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and 

collaborate with others 

10. Conduct short research projects for a specific purpose by gathering relevant 

information from print and digital sources and citing them properly. 

11. Engage in effective collaborative discussions through a) prepared discussions, b) 

posed questions, or c) response to others 

12. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage with an emphasis on pronouns  

13. Acquire and use accurately grade appropriate general academic and domain 

specific words and phrases 



6th Grade Math Essential Skills 

1) Use reasoning about multiplication and division to solve ratio and rate 

problems 

 Unit rate, percent of a number, and converting measurement units. 

2) Divide fractions.* 

3) Find least common multiple and greatest common factor. 

4) Compute fluently with multi-digit numbers.* 

5) Fluently divide with the standard algorithm. 

6) Apply and extend previous understandings of numbers to the system of 

rational numbers 

 Absolute and negative integers 

7) Write, read, and evaluate expressions.* 

8) Solve (one variable) equations and inequalities. 

9) Analyze the relationship between the dependent and independent 

variables using graphs and tables. 

10) Solve area, surface area, and volume problems. 

11) Describe distributions. 

12) Display and summarize numerical data. 

 Number lines, dot plots, histograms, and box plots 

*To be progress monitored 



6th Grade Science 
Curriculum Draft 
Tichenor Middle School 
5/06 

1 

Tichenor Middle 
School Curriculum 
Draft 
5/06 

 Science Curriculum 
Draft 
6th Grade 

  

     
Grade 6 Science     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Physical 
Science - Structure 
and Transformation of 
Matter 
A basic understanding 
of matter is essential 
to the conceptual 
development of other 
big ideas in science. 
During the middle 
years, physical and 
chemical changes in 
matter are observed, 
and students begin to 
relate these changes 
to the smaller 
constituents of 
matter—namely, 
atoms and molecules. 
The use of models 
(and an understanding 
of their scales and 
limitations) is an 
effective means of 
learning about the 
structure of matter.  
Looking for patterns 

2.1 Students understand 
scientific ways of 
thinking and 
working and use 
those methods to 
solve real- 
life problems.  

2.2 Students identify, 
analyze, and use 
patterns such as 
cycles and trends 
to understand past 
and  
present events and 
predict possible 
future events.  

2.4 Students use the 
concept of scale 
and scientific 
models to explain 
the organization 
and  
functioning of living 
and nonliving 
things and predict 
other 
characteristics that 

Students will 
• use hand lenses and 
microscopes to investigate 
substances composed of 
particles too small to be seen 
without magnification 
• use observations and 
evidence to describe and verify 
chemical changes in matter 
DOK2 
• classify changes in 
substances as physical or 
chemical changes 
• distinguish between mixtures 
and compounds 
• explain how or why mixtures 
can be separated using 
physical properties, and 
investigate strategies for 
separating mixtures DOK2  
• explore the feasibility of 
various procedures for 
separating mixtures, taking into 
account constraints such as 
availability and properties of 
materials, safety, economic and 
ethical issues DOK2 

Students will understand 
that  
• all matter is composed 
of parts that are too 
small to be seen without 
magnification.  
• no matter how 
substances within a 
closed system interact 
with one another, or how 
they combine  
or break apart, the total 
weight of the system 
remains the same.  
• chemical changes 
result in the formation of 
a substance that has 
different properties than 
the  
original substance.  
• not all substances that 
are mixed together will 
chemically combine. 
Because of this, physical  
properties can be used 
to separate mixtures.  
• new ideas in science 

Scientific (7 step) Method 
Demos 
Salt/Sugar with water 
Kool-Aid 
Oil and Water 
Rust (iron-oxide) 
Diapers (salt)  
 
(7th or 8th grade teachers) 
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in properties is also 
critical to comparing 
and explaining 
differences in matter. 
  
 

might be observed.  
2.5 Students understand 

that under certain 
conditions nature 
tends to remain the 
same or move  
toward a balance. 
 

• investigate how important 
scientific advances have 
resulted from unexpected 
observations or experimental 
results 
• plan, present and support 
information from investigations 
using a variety of modes 

sometimes spring from 
unexpected findings, and 
they usually lead to new  
investigations.  
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Grade 6 Science     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Motion and 
Forces (Physical 
Science)  
Whether observing 
airplanes, baseballs, 
planets, or people, the 
motion of all bodies is 
governed by the  
same basic rules. At 
the middle level, 
qualitative 
descriptions of the 
relationship between 
forces and  
motion will provide 
the foundation for 
quantitative 

2.1 Students understand 
scientific ways of thinking 
and working and use those 
methods to solve real- 
life problems.  
2.2 Students identify, 
analyze, and use patterns 
such as cycles and trends 
to understand past and  
present events and predict 
possible future events.  
2.3 Students identify and 
analyze systems and the 
ways their components 
work together or affect  
each other. 

Students will 
• use observations and 
appropriate tools (e.g., timer, 
meter stick, balance, spring 
scale) to document the position 
and motion of objects 
• use graphical and 
observational data to make 
inferences, predictions and 
draw conclusions about the 
motion of an object as related 
to the mass or force involved 
(Newton’s Second Law)( 
F=MA) DOK3 
• observe real-life phenomena 
to discover the effects of friction 
on moving objects and 

Students will understand 
that  
• friction is a force that 
turns the energy of 
motion into heat, causing 
moving objects to 
eventually  
slow or stop unless 
additional force (energy) 
is added.  
• when any force acts on 
an object, the change in 
speed or direction 
depends on the size and  
direction of the force.  
• mechanical systems 
must be designed to 

Motion Forces and Energy 
(Green Book - 7th) 
Chapters 1&2 
Chapter 1 Science 
Interactions (course 2) 
Rolly Chairs (acceleration) 
SI (course 2) page 26 
Spring Scale Activity SI 
(Course 2) Page 36 
Coins on Desk (inertia) 
Car with/without wheels on 
ramp (friction) 
Rockets!! 
Videos 
Newton in Space Video 
Bill Nye Forces and Motion 
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applications of 
Newton’s Laws. 

mechanical systems (Newton’s 
First Law -inertia) DOK3 
• represent the motion of 
objects and their response to 
unbalanced forces in a variety 
of ways 

take forces such as 
friction into account. 
Friction and/or  
the heat produced by it 
can have significant 
effects on the system.  
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Grade 6 Science     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: The Earth 
and the Universe 
(Earth/Space Science)  
The Earth system is in 
a constant state of 
change. These 
changes affect life on 
Earth in many ways.  
Development of 
conceptual 
understandings about 
processes that shape 
the Earth begin at the  
elementary level with 
understanding what 
Earth materials are 
and that change 
occurs. At the middle 

2.1 Students understand 
scientific ways of thinking 
and working and use those 
methods to solve real- 
life problems.  
2.2 Students identify, 
analyze, and use patterns 
such as cycles and trends 
to understand past and  
present events and predict 
possible future events.  
2.3 Students identify and 
analyze systems and the 
ways their components 
work together or affect  
each other.  
2.5 Students understand 
that under certain 

Students will 
• use observations, models and 
evidence to explain the cause 
and effect relationships in the 
rock cycle and to make 
predictions about constantly 
changing Earth materials 
(Earth’s Changing Surface) 
DOK2 
• investigate, create and 
identify the limitations of 
models which can be used to 
substantiate and predict the 
actual results (e.g. moon 
phases, seasons, eclipses) of 
the interactions of the sun, 
moon and Earth (Astronomy – 
Ch.1) DOK3 

Students will understand 
that  
• regular and predictable 
movements of the sun, 
moon and Earth are 
responsible for many  
observed phenomena 
on Earth, (e.g. day/night, 
year, moon phases, 
eclipses). The regular  
patterns of these 
phenomena can be 
predicted using data or 
models.  
• the total amount of 
material that makes the 
solid Earth is relatively 
constant (excluding 

Bullet 1 – Rock Cycle (7th 
grade teachers) 
 
Bullet 2 - Day/Night Pg. 14 
(Ch 1 Astronomy) 

Lamp/Earth 
Seasons pg. 19 

Moon 
Phases/Eclipses 
(lamp, Earth, tennis 
balls) pg.  26 

Rocket 
Scientists pg. 37 

 
Bullet 3 – Earth’s Changing 
Surface Ch 3 
  Inside 
Earth Ch 3 
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level,  
students investigate 
how these changes 
occur. An 
understanding of 
systems and their 
interacting  
components will 
enable students to 
evaluate supporting 
theories of Earth 
changes. The use of 
models  
and observance of 
patterns to explain 
common phenomena 
is essential to building 
a conceptual  
foundation and 
supporting ideas with 
evidence at all levels. 
In middle school, 
students begin to look  
beyond what can be 
directly observed as 
they explore the 
Earth-sun-moon 
system, as well as the 
rest of  
our solar system, 
employing the 
concept of scale 
within their models. 
Patterns play an 
important role as  
students seek to 
develop a conceptual 

conditions nature tends to 
remain the same or move  
toward a balance. 
 

• investigate constructive and 
destructive forces at work on 
the Earth’s surface and the 
landforms that result from them 
(Earth’s Changing Surface) 
DOK2 
• research how scientists 
organize data from complex 
systems and also how 
technology enables/enhances 
scientific research and data 
analysis 

impacts),  
even though rocks and 
minerals often change 
properties through a 
variety of processes that  
transform them (rock 
cycle).  
• the Earth’s surface is 
not uniform due to a 
number of constructive 
and destructive forces 
that  
constantly reshape it. 
The past effects of these 
processes can be 
inferred, and the data 
these  
inferences are based 
upon can also be used 
to predict future 
changes.  
• complex systems like 
the Earth or solar 
system are difficult to 
comprehend or explain 
without  
depending on averages 
and ranges of data. 
Technology is essential 
for helping to collect and  
analyze this data.  
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understanding of 
gravity in their world 
and in the universe.  
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Grade 6 Science     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Unity and 
Diversity (Biological 
Science)  
All matter is 
comprised of the 
same basic elements, 
goes through the 
same kinds of energy 
transformations,  
and uses the same 
kinds of forces to 
move. Living 
organisms are no 
exception. In middle 
school, students  
begin to compare, 
contrast, and classify 
the microscopic 
features of 
organisms—the cells, 

2.1 Students understand 
scientific ways of thinking 
and working and use those 
methods to solve real- 
life problems.  
2.2 Students identify, 
analyze, and use patterns 
such as cycles and trends 
to understand past and  
present events and predict 
possible future events.  
2.3 Students identify and 
analyze systems and the 
ways their components 
work together or affect  
each other.  
2.5 Students understand 
that under certain 
conditions nature tends to 
remain the same or move  

Students will 
• obtain information from 
observations, models and other 
sources to explain the functions 
of cells necessary to sustain life 
• use scientific tools (e.g., 
microscope) to observe and 
describe unicellular and multi-
cellular organisms and the 
specialized cells they contain 
• describe and represent (e.g. 
construct a chart, diagram, or 
graphic organizer) relationships 
between and among levels of 
organization for structure and 
function, including cells, 
tissues, organs, organ systems, 
organisms (e.g., bacteria, 
protists, fungi, plants, animals) 
and 

Students will understand 
that  
• cells are the 
fundamental units that 
perform the basic 
functions needed to 
sustain life. Some  
organisms contain only a 
single cell, while others 
may have many millions 
of specialized cells  
grouped together in 
cooperative systems 
with specific functions 
(tissues and/or organs).  
• every cell within an 
organism contains all of 
the information needed 
to completely replicate 
that  

Animal Report 
Express without words 
(Animal Book pg. 160) 
Mushroom Dissection 
Flower Dissection 
Owl Pellet Dissection 
Skills Lab (Soaking Up 
Those Rays)  Page 106-
107 
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as well as  
investigate 
reproduction as the 
essential process to 
the continuation of all 
species. Expected 
patterns of  
genetic traits are 
predicted. Distinctions 
are made between 
learned behaviors and 
inherited traits. 
Emphasis at  
every level should be 
placed upon the 
understanding that 
while every living 
thing is composed of 
similar small  
constituents that 
combine in 
predictable ways, it is 
the subtle variations 
within these small 
building blocks that  
account for both the 
likenesses and 
differences in form 
and function that 
create the diversity of 
life. 
 

toward a balance. 
 

Ecosystems DOK3 
• design and conduct scientific 
investigations to make 
inferences about factors 
influencing the behavior of 
organisms, and compare the 
results with those of 
investigations done by others 
DOK2 
• investigate the relative 
influence of heredity and 
experience on the behavior of 
organisms 
• identify and describe the 
cellular structures that allow for 
replication/reproduction 
• classify organisms into simple 
categories and discuss the 
limitations of classification 
systems 

• identify behavior as 
one kind of response 
an organism may make 
to a stimulus (SC-M6-
3.4.2) DOK2  

differentiate between instinctive 
and learned behavior (SC-M6-
3.4.2)  DOK2 

organism, regardless of 
the function that cell 
performs.  
• although plants and 
animals exhibit a great 
variety in body structures 
that contribute to their  
survival and 
reproduction, the basic 
way that individual cells 
function is similar in all 
living  
organisms.  
• the behavior of an 
organism can be 
influenced by both 
heredity and 
experiences. The 
relative  
influence of these factors 
can be inferred by 
careful observation/data 
collection over a period 
of  
time.  
• the great diversity of 
life is a result of many 
factors, both internal and 
external to organisms.  
• even the most different 
of organisms are 
fundamentally more alike 
than different. Their 
seemingly  
great differences 
conceal the great 
similarities apparent at 
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the cellular level.  
• classification systems 
do not exist in nature, 
but are created by 
scientists to describe the 
vast  
diversity of organisms, 
frame research 
questions and suggest 
relationships among 
living things. 
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Grade 6 Science     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Biological 
Change (Biological 
Science)  
The only thing certain 
is that everything 
changes. At the 
middle school level, 
students study 
relationships  
among populations 
and ecosystems that 
contribute to the 

2.1 Students understand 
scientific ways of thinking 
and working and use those 
methods to solve real- 
life problems.  
2.2 Students identify, 
analyze, and use patterns 
such as cycles and trends 
to understand past and  
present events and predict 
possible future events.  
2.5 Students understand 

Students will 
• investigate how small 
differences between parents 
and offspring can accumulate 
over time, eventually resulting 
in a wide variety of types of 
organisms with different 
characteristics from their 
different ancestors (evolution) 
DOK2 
• explain how various 
organisms sense (e.g. hunger, 

Students will understand 
that  
• small differences 
between parents and 
offspring result in future 
generations that are very 
different  
from their ancestors.  
• sensing and controlling 
internal processes in 
response to the external 
environment are 

Activities: 
Camouflage Fish 
(Aquatic Unit)  
 
Video: 
Animal Imposters 
 
See also Unity and 
Diversity 
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success or demise of 
a specific population 
or  
species. Students 
construct basic 
explanations that can 
account for the great 
diversity among 
organisms.  
 

that under certain 
conditions nature tends to 
remain the same or move  
toward a balance.  
2.6 Students understand 
how living and nonliving 
things change over time 
and the factors that  
influence the changes.  
 

fatigue, temperature 
awareness) and control their 
internal environments (e.g. fat 
metabolism, adrenaline 
release, perspiration) and how 
this contributes to their survival 
DOK2 
• identify current research 
topics in biological sciences 
and identify the 
means/processes scientists are 
using to generate data about 
them 
• explain how the basic ideas of 
scientific investigation remain 
the same regardless of the field 
of study 
• generate questions about the 
diversity of species, then collect 
information from a variety of 
sources to formulate 
explanations supported by 
scientific evidence 
identify adaptations that 
enhance survival and 
reproductive success 
(goldilocks) SC-M6-3.5.1 DOK2 

essential  
for an organism’s 
survival, regardless of 
how simple or complex it 
is.  
• scientists vary widely in 
what they study and how 
they do their work. While 
there is no fixed set of  
steps they follow, the 
basic process of science 
involves collecting 
relevant evidence, 
logical  
reasoning and the use of 
imaginative thinking in 
constructing 
explanations for what 
they observe.  
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Grade 6 Science     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Energy 
Transformations 
(Unifying Concepts)  
Energy 
transformations are 
inherent in almost 
every system in the 
universe—from 
tangible examples at  
the elementary level, 
such as heat 
production in simple 
Earth and physical 
systems to more 
abstract  
ideas beginning at 
middle school, such 
as those 
transformations 
involved in the 
growth, dying and 
decay  
of living systems. The 
use of models to 
illustrate the often 
invisible and abstract 

2.1 Students understand 
scientific ways of thinking 
and working and use those 
methods to solve real- 
life problems.  
2.2 Students identify, 
analyze, and use patterns 
such as cycles and trends 
to understand past and  
present events and predict 
possible future events.  
2.3 Students identify and 
analyze systems and the 
ways their components 
work together or affect  
each other.  
2.4 Students use the 
concept of scale and 
scientific models to explain 
the organization and  
functioning of living and 
nonliving things and predict 
other characteristics that 
might be observed.  
 

Grade 6 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• model and explain why some 
locations on Earth have 
seasons (Astronomy) 
• identify Earth processes 
influenced by energy from the 
sun (e.g. water cycle, nitrogen 
cycle, photosynthesis) and 
describe the sun’s role in those 
processes (Astronomy) (UV 
Bead activity) DOK3 
• explain the cause and effect 
relationships between oceans 
and climate and describe the 
predictable patterns that result 
(Weather and Climate) DOK2 
• describe the role of 
photosynthesis in energy 
storage within plants 
• experimentally investigate the 
relationship between 
temperature and heat transfer 
in closed 
Systems (hand warmer activity) 
(friction) DOK3 

Students will understand 
that  
• oceans have a major 
effect on climate, 
because water in the 
oceans holds a large 
amount of  
heat.  
• several Earth systems 
and processes occur 
primarily because of the 
constant influx of solar  
energy.  
• seasons are a result of 
the interaction of the tilt 
of the Earth’s axis 
relative to its orbital path.  
• energy, in the form of 
sunlight, is transformed 
by a chemical reaction in 
plant cells  
(photosynthesis) to form 
essential nutrients for 
the plant to live and 
grow.  
• inside a closed system, 

Apprentice of 
Photosynthesis (burger 
commercials) 
Ch 4 Climate and Climate 
change (Weather and 
Climate) 
Hand-warmer activity 
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notions of energy 
transfer  
will aid in 
conceptualization, 
especially as students 
move from the 
macroscopic level of 
observation and  
evidence (primarily 
elementary school) to 
the microscopic 
interactions at the 
atomic level (middle 
and  
high school levels).  
 

the temperature 
increases or decreases 
as heat energy is added 
or  
removed.  
• the Earth is a complex 
system of energy 
transformations, 
materials and processes.  
Understanding the whole 
requires first 
understanding individual 
subsystems and their  
interactions.  
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Grade 6 Science     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: 
Interdependence 
(Unifying Concepts)  
It is not difficult for 
students to grasp the 
general notion that 
species depend on 
one another and on 

2.1 Students understand 
scientific ways of thinking 
and working and use those 
methods to solve real- 
life problems.  
2.2 Students identify, 
analyze, and use patterns 
such as cycles and trends 

Students will 
• describe and explore the 
biotic and abiotic factors that 
affect change in ecosystems 
(owl pellets) DOK2 
• document and describe 
consequences of change in one 
or more abiotic factors on a 

Students will understand 
that  
• ecosystems are more 
than just the organisms 
they contain: geography, 
weather, climate and  
geologic factors also 
influence the interactions 

Owl Pellet Discussion 
(after dissection) 
Aquatic Unit 
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the  
environment for 
survival. But their 
awareness must be 
supported by 
knowledge of the 
kinds of  
relationships that 
exist among 
organisms, the kinds 
of physical conditions 
that organisms must 
cope with,  
the kinds of 
environments created 
by the interaction of 
organisms with one 
another and their 
physical  
surroundings, and the 
complexity of such 
systems. In middle 
school, students 
should be guided from  
specific examples of 
the interdependency 
of organisms to a 
more systematic view 
of the interactions that  
take place among 
organisms and their 
surroundings. 
Students growing 
understanding of 
systems in  
general will reinforce 
the concept of 

to understand past and  
present events and predict 
possible future events.  
2.3 Students identify and 
analyze systems and the 
ways their components 
work together or affect  
each other.  
2.4 Students use the 
concept of scale and 
scientific models to explain 
the organization and  
functioning of living and 
nonliving things and predict 
other characteristics that 
might be observed.  
 

population within an ecosystem 
DOK2 
• investigate how communities 
are interconnected, how they 
interact with different Earth 
systems, and represent these 
global connections/interactions 
in a variety of ways (e.g. 
writing, models, multi-media, 
claymation) 
• differentiate the usefulness of 
scientific research to predict the 
possible consequences of 
decisions about environmental 
issues from its limitations in 
making ethical/moral decisions 
about those issues 
investigate and explore the 
possibility of a population 
change as a result of available 
resources and abiotic factors 
(e.g., quantity of light and 
water, range of temperatures, 
and soil composition) (SC-M6-
4.7.1) DOK2 

within an ecosystem.  
• communities do not 
exist in isolation, but are 
globally interconnected 
by a number of Earth  
systems (e.g. ocean, 
atmosphere, 
lithosphere).  
• science can sometimes 
be used to inform ethical 
decisions by identifying 
the likely consequences  
of an action, but cannot 
be used to establish if 
taking that action would 
be right or wrong.  
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ecosystems. Stability 
and change in 
ecosystems can be 
considered  
in terms of variables 
such as population 
size, number and 
kinds of species, 
productivity, and the 
effect of  
human intervention.  
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Grade 6 Social 
Studies 

    

Big Idea: Academic 
Expectations 

Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Government 
and Civics  
The study of 
government and civics 
equips students to 
understand the nature 
of government and the  
unique characteristics 
of American 
democracy, including 
its fundamental 
principles, structure, 
and the  
role of citizens. 
Understanding the 
historical 
development of 
structures of power, 
authority, and  
governance and their 
evolving functions in 
contemporary U.S. 
society and other 
parts of the world is  
essential for 
developing civic 

2.14 Students understand 
the democratic principles of 
justice, equality, 
responsibility, and freedom  
and apply them to real-life 
situations.  
2.15 Students can 
accurately describe various 
forms of government and 
analyze issues that relate 
to  
the rights and 
responsibilities of citizens 
in a democracy. 

Students will 
• demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, 
draw, write, projects, present) 
of the nature of government: 

o describe different forms 
of government in the 
present day 

o compare purposes and 
sources of power in 
current forms of 
government (e.g., 
monarchy, democracy, 
republic, socialism, 
dictatorship) in the 
present day (CC 1.1.1) 
DOK 2 

o explain how democratic 
governments of the 
present day function to 
preserve and protect 
the rights (e.g., voting), 
liberty, and property of 
their citizens by 
making, enacting and 
enforcing appropriate 

Students will understand 
that  
• the purposes and 
sources of power in 
present day 
governments vary, each 
reflecting and  
impacting the culture(s) 
of the people governed.  
• individual rights of 
people vary under 
different forms of 
government.  
• democratic 
governments of the 
present day function to 
protect the rights, liberty 
and property of  
their citizens while 
promoting the common 
good.  
• the United States does 
not exist in isolation; its 
democratic form of 
government has played 
and  
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competence. An 
understanding of civic 
ideals and practices of 
citizenship is  
critical to full 
participation in 
society and is a 
central purpose of the 
social studies. 

rules and laws (CC 
1.1.2) DOK 2 

o analyze information 
found in current 
events/news (e.g., TV, 
radio, Internet, articles) 
about different present 
day governments and 
how they may 
reflect/impact culture 

• describe/give examples of 
similarities and differences 
between rights and 
responsibilities of individuals 
living in countries with different 
forms of government 
• analyze information from a 
variety of print and non-print 
sources (e.g., books, 
documents, articles, 
observations, interviews) to 
investigate, explain and answer 
questions about different forms 
of government in the present 
day 

continues to play a role 
in our interconnected 
society.  
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Grade 6 Social 
Studies 

    

Big Idea: Academic 
Expectations 

Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS  

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Cultures and 
Societies  
Culture is the way of 
life shared by a group 
of people, including 
their ideas and 
traditions. Cultures 
reflect  
the values and beliefs 
of groups in different 
ways (e.g., art, music, 
literature, religion); 
however, there are  
universals (e.g., food, 
clothing, shelter, 
communication) 
connecting all 
cultures. Culture 
influences  
viewpoints, rules and 
institutions in a global 
society. Students 
should understand 
that people form 
cultural  
groups throughout the 

2.16 Students observe, 
analyze, and interpret 
human behaviors, social 
groupings, and institutions 
to  
better understand people 
and the relationships 
among individuals and 
among groups.  
2.17 Students interact 
effectively and work 
cooperatively with the 
many diverse ethnic and 
cultural  
groups of our nation and 
world.  
 

Students will 
• demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, 
draw, write, sing, create) of the 
elements of culture (e.g., 
language, the arts, 
customs/traditions, beliefs, 
literature) serve to define 
specific groups in the present 
day and may result in unique 
perspectives (CC 2.1.1) DOK 2 
• investigate social institutions 
(e.g., family, religion, education, 
government, economy) in 
relation to how they respond to 
human needs, structure society 
and influence behavior in the 
present day (CC 2.2.1) 
Supporting 
• explain how interactions (e.g., 
political, economic, religious, 
ethnic) can lead to conflict and 
competition among individuals 
and groups in the present day 
(CC 2.3.1) DOK 2 
• describe conflicts between 

Students will understand 
that  
• culture is a system of 
beliefs, knowledge, 
institutions, 
customs/traditions, 
languages and skills  
shared by a group of 
people. Through a 
society’s culture, 
individuals learn the 
relationships,  
structures, patterns and 
processes to be 
members of the society.  
• cultures develop social 
institutions (e.g., 
government, economy, 
education, religion, 
family) to  
structure society, 
influence behavior and 
respond to human 
needs.  
• interactions among 
individuals and groups 

 



6th Grade Social Studies 
Curriculum Draft 
Tichenor Middle School 
5/06 

4 

United States and the 
World, and that issues 
and challenges unite 
and divide them.  
 

individuals or groups and 
explain how compromise and 
cooperation are possible 
choices to resolve conflict 
among individuals and groups 
in the United States and across 
regions of the world in the 
present day (CC 2.3.2) DOK 2 
• compare examples of cultural 
elements (e.g., language, the 
arts, customs/traditions, beliefs, 
skills and literature) of diverse 
groups in the present day, 
including non-western cultures 
within the United States, in 
current events/news using 
information from a variety of 
print and non-print sources 
(e.g., media, literature, 
interviews, observations, 
documentaries, artifacts) 

assume various forms 
(e.g., compromise, 
cooperation,  
conflict, competition) and 
are influenced by 
culture.  
• culture affects how 
people in a society 
behave in relation to 
groups and their 
environment.  
• an appreciation of the 
diverse complexity of 
cultures is essential in 
our global society.  
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Grade 6 Social 
Studies 

    

Big Idea: Academic 
Expectations 

Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS  

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Economics  
Economics includes 

2.18 Students understand 
economic principles and 

Students will 
• demonstrate an 

Students will understand 
that  
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the study of 
production, 
distribution and 
consumption of goods 
and services.  
Students need to 
understand how their 
economic decisions 
affect them, others, 
the nation and the 
world.  
The purpose of 
economic education is 
to enable individuals 
to function effectively 
both in their own  
personal lives and as 
citizens and 
participants in an 
increasingly 
connected world 
economy. Students  
need to understand 
the benefits and costs 
of economic 
interaction and 
interdependence 
among people,  
societies, and 
governments.  
 

are able to make economic 
decisions that have  
consequences in daily 
living. 

understanding of the nature of 
limited resources and scarcity, 
using a variety of print and non-
print sources (e.g., news 
media, news magazines, 
textbook, Internet) to 
investigate present day 
economic problems within the 
U.S. and in world regions: 

o explain how scarcity 
requires individuals, 
groups and 
governments to make 
decisions about the use 
of productive resources 
(e.g., natural 
resources, human 
resources and capital 
goods) (CC 3.1.1) DOK 
2 

o compare economic 
systems (e.g., 
traditional, command, 
market, mixed) (CC 
3.2.1) DOK 2 

o explain how the prices 
of goods and services 
are determined by 
supply and demand in 
market economies (CC 
3.3.1) DOK 2 

• demonstrate an 
understanding of markets by 
providing scenarios to illustrate 
how goods and services are 
exchanged; explain how money 
can be used to express the 

• the basic economic 
problem confronting 
individuals, societies and 
governments across 
present  
day geographic regions 
is scarcity: as a result of 
scarcity, economic 
choices and decisions 
must  
be made.  
• economic systems 
(e.g., traditional, 
command, market, 
mixed) and a variety of 
fundamental  
economic concepts (e.g., 
supply and demand, 
opportunity cost) affect 
individuals, societies and  
governments of the 
present day.  
• individuals, businesses 
and governments must 
make economic 
decisions about the use 
of  
resources in the 
production, distribution 
and consumption of 
goods and services.  
• markets are 
institutional 
arrangements that 
enable buyers and 
sellers to exchange 
goods and  
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market value of goods and 
services; describe the 
relationship between money 
and ease of trading, borrowing, 
investing and saving; analyze 
the connections between 
economic conditions and 
current events of the present 
day (CC 3.3.2) Supporting 
• investigate the production and 
distribution of goods and 
services in present day 
societies: 

o describe how 
competition among 
buyers and sellers 
impacts the price of 
goods and services 
(CC 3.3.3) Supporting 

o explain ways in which 
societies (within the 
U.S. and in world 
regions) address basic 
economic questions 
(e.g., how resources 
are used to produce 
goods and services, 
how regions increase 
productivity) about the 
production, distribution 
and consumption of 
goods and services 
(CC 3.4.1) DOK 2 

o students will describe 
how new knowledge, 
technology/tools, and 
specialization 

services.  
• our global economy 
provides for a level of 
interdependence among 
individuals, regions and  
nations of the present 
day.  
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increased human 
productivity in the 
present day. (CC 
3.4.2) DOK 2  

analyze examples that 
demonstrate interdependence 
of international economic 
activities (CC 3.4.3) DOK 2 
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Grade 6 Social 
Studies 

    

Big Idea: Academic 
Expectations 

Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS  

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Geography  
Geography includes 
the study of the five 
fundamental themes 
of location, place, 
regions, movement 
and  
human/environmental 
interaction. Students 
need geographic 
knowledge to analyze 
issues and problems  
to better understand 
how humans have 

2.19 Students 
recognize and 
understand the 
relationship between 
people and geography 
and apply  
their knowledge in real-
life situations.  
 

Students will 
• demonstrate an understanding of 
patterns on the Earth’s surface, 
using a variety of geographic tools 
(e.g., maps, globes, photographs, 
models, databases, charts, graphs, 
satellite images): (CC 4.1.1) DOK 3 

o locate, in absolute and 
relative terms, landforms 
and bodies of water 

o locate and interpret 
patterns on Earth’s surface 
(e.g., how different factors, 
such as rivers, mountains 

Students will understand 
that  
• the use of geographic 
tools (e.g., maps, 
globes, photographs, 
models, charts, graphs, 
databases,  
and satellite images) and 
mental maps helps 
interpret information, 
analyze patterns and 
spatial  
data, and solve 
geographic issues in the 
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interacted with their 
environment over 
time, how geography 
has  
impacted settlement 
and population, and 
how geographic 
factors influence 
climate, culture, the 
economy  
and world events. A 
geographic 
perspective also 
enables students to 
better understand the 
past and  
present and to prepare 
for the future. 

and plains affect where 
human activities are 
located) (CC 4.1.2) 
Supporting 

• investigate regions of the Earth’s 
surface using information from print 
and non-print sources (e.g., books, 
films, magazines, Internet, 
geographic tools): 

o explain relationships 
between and among 
physical characteristics 
(e.g., mountains, bodies of 
water, valleys) of present 
day regions and how they 
are made distinctive by 
human characteristics 
(e.g., dams, roads, urban 
centers); describe 
advantages and 
disadvantages for human 
activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, 
settlement) 

o  (CC 4.2.1) DOK 2 
o describe patterns of human 

settlement in the present 
day; explain relationships 
between these patterns 
and human needs; analyze 
how factors (e.g., war, 
famine, disease, economic 
opportunity, technology) 
impact human migration 
today (CC 4.3.1) DOK 2  
(CC 4.3.2) DOK 3 

o evaluate how availability of 

present day.  
• patterns emerge as 
humans move, settle, 
and interact on Earth’s 
surface and can be 
identified by  
examining the location of 
physical and human 
characteristics, how they 
are arranged, and why  
they are in particular 
locations. Economic, 
political, cultural and 
social processes interact 
to shape  
patterns of human 
populations, 
interdependence, 
cooperation and conflict.  
• regions help us to see 
Earth as an integrated 
system of places and 
features organized by 
such  
principles as landform 
types, political units, 
economic patterns and 
cultural groups.  
• people depend on, 
adapt to, or modify the 
environment to meet 
basic needs. Human 
actions  
modify the physical 
environment and in turn, 
the physical environment 
limits or promotes 
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technology, resources, and 
knowledge causes places 
and regions in the present 
day to change (CC 4.2.2) 
DOK 2 

o interpret current events in 
the world from a 
geographic perspective 

• investigate interactions among 
human activities and the physical 
environment in the present day:  

o explain how people modify 
the physical environment 
(e.g., dams, roads, 
bridges) to meet their 
needs in different regions 
(CC 4.3.1) DOK 2 

o students will explain how 
technology in the 
present day assists 
human modifications of 
the physical environment 
(e.g., damming a river, 
irrigating a desert, 
cooling or heating a 
living area, geothermal 
energy, solar energy, 
aqueducts) in regions 
(CC 4.4.1) DOK 2 

o describe how the physical 
environment (e.g., natural 
resources, natural 
disasters, natural 
barriers) can promote or 
restrict human activities 
(e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, 

human  
activities in the present 
day.  
• citizens in an 
interdependent global 
community change their 
environment through the 
use of land  
and other resources. 
Many of the important 
issues facing societies 
and nations involve the  
consequences of 
interactions between 
human and physical 
systems.  
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settlement, development) 
in the present day (CC 
4.4.2) DOK 2 

o explain cause and effect 
relationships between the 
natural resources of a 
place or region and its 
political, social and 
economic development 
(CC 4.4.3) Supporting 

o o describe how individual 
and group perspectives 
impact the use (e.g., urban 
development, recycling) of 
natural resources using 
current events (CC 4.4.4) 
Supporting 

Red- Changes Blue-need 
revision Purple-Both 
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Grade 6 Social 
Studies 

    

Big Idea: Academic 
Expectations 

Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS  

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Historical 
Perspective  
History is an account 
of events, people, 

2.20 Students 
understand, analyze, 
and interpret historical 
events, conditions, 

Students will 
• demonstrate an understanding of 
the interpretative nature of history 
using a variety of tools and 

Students will understand 
that  
• interactions among 
countries and people are 
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ideas, and their 
interaction over time 
that can be interpreted  
through multiple 
perspectives. In order 
for students to 
understand the 
present and plan for 
the future, they  
must understand the 
past. Studying history 
engages students in 
the lives, aspirations, 
struggles,  
accomplishments and 
failures of real people. 
Students need to think 
in an historical 
context in order to  
understand significant 
ideas, beliefs, themes, 
patterns and events, 
and how individuals 
and societies  
have changed over 
time in Kentucky, the 
United States and the 
World.  
 

trends, and issues to  
develop historical 
perspective.  
 

resources (e.g., primary and 
secondary sources, Internet, 
timelines, artifacts, data, maps): 
(CC 5.1.1) Supporting 

o investigate and 
chronologically describe 
(e.g., using timelines, 
charts, fictional and report 
writing, role playing) major 
events in present day 
regions of the world and 
draw inferences about their 
importance 

o examine potential causes 
of recent historical events 
and show connections 
among causes and effects; 
use cause-effect 
relationships to identify 
patterns of historical 
change influenced by 
government, culture, 
economics and/or 
geography 

o analyze historical events, 
conditions and 
perspectives of different 
individuals and groups 
(e.g., by gender, race, 
region, ethnic group, age, 
economic status, religion, 
political group) in present 
day regions of the world 

• analyze major historical events 
and people in present day regions 
of the world using information from 
print and non-print sources (e.g., 

complex because of 
cultural, political, 
economic,  
geographic and historical 
differences.  
• people and groups 
react and adapt to 
change over time in a 
variety of ways based on 
their  
needs, goals and 
experiences. 
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biographies, autobiographies, films, 
magazines, Internet) 

 



Tichenor Middle School Social Studies Curriculum 
6th Grade Social Studies 

Asha Coltrane and Jason Gay 
 
Overview Curriculum Map 2006-2007 
Basic Geography:  3 weeks August 2006 

Essential Questions: 
How have geographic factors influenced past decisions and events? 
How can the five themes of geography (location, place, regions, movement, and 
relationships within places) are used to interpret and evaluate the impact 
of human settlement and the interaction of humans with their environment? 
How have economic factors impacted societies and governments? 
How cultural differences affect world events and our daily lives? 

 
Americas (North and South): 8 weeks September- October 2006 
 Essential Questions: 

How have geographic factors influenced past and current decisions and events in the 
Americas? 
How can the five themes of geography be used to interpret and evaluate the impact of 
human settlement and the interaction of humans with their environment in the Americas? 
How have economic factors impacted societies and governments in the Americas? 
Describe the role(s) of government(s) in the Americas? 
How can citizens benefit from developing a greater cultural appreciation of the Americas? 
How are historical events and conditions unique to the Americas? 

 
Asia:  8 weeks November-December 2006 

How have geographic factors influenced past and current decisions and events in 
Asia? 
How can the five themes of geography be used to interpret and evaluate the impact of 
human settlement and the interaction of humans with their environment in Asia? 
How have economic factors impacted societies and governments in Asia? 
Describe the role(s) of government(s) in Asia? 
How can citizens benefit from developing a greater appreciation of Asia? 
How are historical events and conditions unique to Asia? 
 
 

Middle East:  8 weeks January-February 2007 
How have geographic factors influenced past and current decisions and events in the 
Middle East? 
How can the five themes of geography be used to interpret and evaluate the impact of 
human settlement and the interaction of humans with their environment in the Middle 
East? 
How have economic factors impacted societies and governments in the Middle East? 
Describe the role(s) of government(s) in the Middle East? 
How can citizens benefit from developing a greater appreciation of the Middle East? 
How are historical events and conditions unique to the Middle East? 

 
Africa:  8 weeks March-April 2007 

How have geographic factors influenced past and current decisions and events in Africa? 
How can the five themes of geography be used to interpret and evaluate the impact of 
human settlement and the interaction of humans with their environment in Africa? 



How have economic factors impacted societies and governments in Africa? 
Describe the role(s) of government(s) in Africa? 
How can citizens benefit from developing a greater appreciation of Africa? 
How are historical events and conditions unique to Africa? 

 
Europe:  3 weeks May 2007 

How have geographic factors influenced past and current decisions and events in 
Europe? 
How can the five themes of geography be used to interpret and evaluate the impact of 
human settlement and the interaction of humans with their environment in Europe? 
How have economic factors impacted societies and governments in Europe? 
Describe the role(s) of government(s) in Europe? 
How can citizens benefit from developing a greater appreciation of Europe? 
How are historical events and conditions unique to Europe? 
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Grade 6     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Structure in 
the Arts  
Understanding of the 
various structural 
components of the 
arts is critical to the 
development of other  
larger concepts in the 
arts. Structures that 
artists use include 
elements and 
principles of each art 
form,  
tools, media and 
subject matter that 
impact artistic 
products and specific 
styles and genre that 
provide a  
context for creating 
works. It is the artist's 
choice of these 
structural components 
in the creative process  
that results in a 
distinctively 
expressive work. 

1.12 Students 
speak using 
appropriate 
forms, 
conventions, and 
styles to 
communicate 
ideas and  
information to 
different 
audiences for 
different 
purposes.  
1.13 Students 
make sense of 
ideas and 
communicate 
ideas with the 
visual arts.  
1.14 Students 
make sense of 
ideas and 
communicate 
ideas with music.  
1.15 Students 
make sense of 
and communicate 

Grade 6 Skills and Concepts – Music 
Students will 
• use appropriate terminology to identify 
and analyze the use of elements in a 
variety of music (rhythm, tempo, melody, 
harmony, form, timbre, dynamics) 
• use the elements of music while 
performing, singing, playing instruments, 
moving, listening, reading music, writing 
music and creating music independently 
and with others 
• listen to and explore how changing 
different elements results in different 
musical effects 
• recognize, describe and compare 
various styles of music (gospel, 
Broadway musicals, blues, popular, 
marches, ballads) 
• identify instruments according to 
classifications (family, voices, folk and 
orchestral instruments) 
Grade 6 Skills and Concepts – Dance 
Students will 
• use appropriate terminology to identify 
and analyze the use of elements in a 
variety of dance (space, time, force) to 
express thoughts, ideas, and feelings 

Students will understand 
that  
• the elements of music, 
dance and drama are 
intentionally applied in 
creating and performing.  
• the elements and 
principles of design of 
visual art are 
intentionally applied in 
creating works of art.  
• responding to or 
critiquing works of art 
involves an 
understanding of 
elements, principles, and  
structures appropriate to 
each area of the arts.  
• existing and emerging 
technologies can inspire 
new applications of 
structural components.  
Grade 6 Skills and 
Concepts – Music  
Students will  
• use appropriate 
terminology to identify 
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Students make 
choices about how to 
use structural  
organizers to create 
meaningful works of 
their own. The more 
students understand, 
the greater their  
ability to produce, 
interpret or critique 
artworks from other 
artists, cultures and 
historical periods.  
 

ideas with 
movement.  
2.23 Students 
analyze their own 
and others' 
artistic products 
and 
performances 
using accepted 
standards.  
 

• observe, describe and demonstrate 
choreographic forms in dance 
• apply elements of dance and principles 
of movement (e.g., balance, initiation of 
movement, weight shift) when observing, 
creating and performing patterns of 
movement independently and with others 
• identify and describe themes and styles 
(including characteristics of styles) of 
dance 
Grade 6 Skills and Concepts – 
Drama/Theatre 
Students will 
• use appropriate terminology to identify 
and analyze the use of elements of 
drama (literary, technical, performance) 
in a variety of dramatic works 
• use the elements of drama in creating 
and performing dramatic works 
independently and with others 
• observe, describe and apply creative 
dramatics (improvisation, mimicry, 
pantomime, role playing and story telling) 
in a variety of situations 
• identify and describe how technical 
elements (staging, scenery, props, 
costumes, make-up, lighting, sound) and 
performance elements (acting, speaking, 
nonverbal expression) create mood and 
believable characters 
• describe and compare types of stages 
(arena, thrust, proscenium) 
• explore a variety of dramatic works 
(e.g., theater and dramatic media – film, 
television, electronic media) 
Grade 6 Skills and Concepts – Visual 
Arts 

and analyze the use of 
elements in a variety of 
music  
(rhythm, tempo, melody, 
harmony, form, timbre, 
dynamics)  
• use the elements of 
music while performing, 
singing, playing 
instruments, moving, 
listening,  
reading music, writing 
music and creating 
music independently and 
with others  
• listen to and explore 
how changing different 
elements results in 
different musical effects  
• recognize, describe 
and compare various 
styles of music (gospel, 
Broadway musicals, 
blues,  
popular, marches, 
ballads)  
• identify instruments 
according to 
classifications (family, 
voices, folk and 
orchestral instruments)  
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Students will 
• use appropriate terminology to describe 
and analyze the use of elements of art 
(line, shape, form, texture, color) and 
principles of design (emphasis, pattern, 
balance, contrast) in a variety of visual 
artworks 
• use the elements of art, principles of 
design and a variety of processes in 
creating artworks 
• apply organizational structures and 
describe what makes them effective or 
not effective in communicating ideas 
• identify and analyze the use of 
elements of art (e.g., line, shape, form, 
texture, primary and secondary colors, 
color schemes/groups) and principles of 
design (e.g., focal point, pattern, 
balance, contrast) in a variety of two and 
three dimensional artworks 
• identify a variety of subject matter in 
visual artworks (representational – e.g., 
landscape, portrait, still life, 
nonrepresentational – e.g., abstract, non-
objective) 
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5/06 

 Arts & Humanities Curriculum 
Draft 
6th Grade 

  

     
Grade 6     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Humanity in 
the Arts  
The arts reflect the 
beliefs, feelings and 
ideals of those who 
create them. 
Experiencing the arts 
allows  
one to experience 
time, place and/or 
personality. By 
experiencing the arts 
of various cultures, 
students  
can actually gain 
insight into the beliefs, 
feelings and ideas of 
those cultures. 
Students also have the  
opportunity to 
experience how the 
arts can influence 
society through 
analysis of arts in their 
own lives and  
the arts of other 
cultures and historical 

2.24 Students 
have knowledge 
of major works of 
art, music, and 
literature and 
appreciate 
creativity  
and the 
contributions of 
the arts and 
humanities.  
2.25 In the 
products they 
make and the 
performances 
they present, 
students show 
that they  
understand how 
time, place, and 
society influence 
the arts and 
humanities such 
as languages,  
literature, and 
history.  
2.26 Through the 

Skills and Concepts – Music 
Students will 
• describe and analyze distinguishing 
characteristics of music representing a 
variety of world cultures (Latin America, 
Asian) and time periods 
• listen to, perform and classify music 
representing a variety of world cultures 
and historical periods 
• examine music from various world 
cultures and explain how music reflects 
the culture, cultural beliefs, or blending of 
cultures; use examples to illustrate how 
music has directly influenced society or 
culture 
• examine music from various time 
periods and explain how the influence of 
time and place are reflected in the music 
Grade 6 Skills and Concepts – Dance 
Students will 
• describe and analyze distinguishing 
characteristics of dance representing a 
variety of world cultures (Latin America, 
Asian) and time periods 
• observe, classify and perform dance 
representing a variety of world cultures 
and historical periods 

Students will understand 
that  
• the arts are powerful 
tools for understanding 
human experiences both 
past and present.  
• the arts help us 
understand others’ (often 
very different) ways of 
thinking, working, and  
expressing ourselves.  
• the arts play a major 
role in the creation and 
defining of cultures and 
building civilizations.  
Grade 6 Skills and 
Concepts – Music  
Students will  
• describe and analyze 
distinguishing 
characteristics of music 
representing a variety of 
world  
cultures (Latin America, 
Asian) and time periods  
• listen to, perform and 
classify music 
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periods. Studying the 
historical and cultural 
stylistic periods in the  
arts offers students an 
opportunity to 
understand the world 
past and present and 
to learn to appreciate  
their own cultural 
heritage. Looking at 
the interrelationships 
of multiple arts 
disciplines across 
cultures and  
historical periods is 
the focus of 
humanities in the arts.  
 

arts and 
humanities, 
students 
recognize that 
although people 
are different, they  
share some 
common 
experiences and 
attitudes. 

• examine dance from various world 
cultures and explain how dance reflects 
the culture, cultural beliefs or blending of 
cultures; use examples to illustrate how 
dance has directly influenced society or 
culture 
• examine dance from various time 
periods and explain how the influence of 
time and place are reflected in the dance 
Grade 6 Skills and Concepts – 
Drama/Theatre 
Students will 
• describe and analyze distinguishing 
characteristics of dramatic work 
representing a variety of world cultures 
(Latin America, Asian) and time periods 
• observe, classify and perform dramatic 
works representing a variety of world 
cultures and historical periods 
• examine dramatic works from various 
world cultures and explain how dramatic 
works reflect the culture, cultural beliefs 
or blending of cultures; use examples to 
illustrate how dramatic works have 
directly influenced society or culture 
• examine dramatic works from various 
time periods and explain how the 
influence of time and place are reflected 
in them 
• use print and non-print sources to 
explore, describe and compare themes, 
characters, and situations in dramas 
from different cultures or time periods 
(e.g., Native American and African 
influences on American storytelling) 
Grade 6 Skills and Concepts – Visual 
Arts 

representing a variety of 
world cultures and 
historical periods  
• examine music from 
various world cultures 
and explain how music 
reflects the culture, 
cultural  
beliefs, or blending of 
cultures; use examples 
to illustrate how music 
has directly influenced  
society or culture  
• examine music from 
various time periods and 
explain how the influence 
of time and place are  
reflected in the music  
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Students will 
• describe and analyze distinguishing 
characteristics of visual art representing 
a variety of world cultures (Latin 
America, Asian) and time periods 
• observe, classify and create visual art 
according to styles and processes used 
in a variety of world cultures and 
historical periods 
• examine visual artworks from various 
world cultures and explain how artworks 
reflect the culture, cultural beliefs or 
blending of cultures; use examples to 
illustrate how artworks have directly 
influenced society or culture 
• examine visual artworks from various 
time periods and explain the influence of 
time and place that are reflected in them 
• use print and non-print sources to 
explore, describe, and compare themes, 
characters, and situations in artworks 
from different cultures or time periods 
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Tichenor Middle 
School Curriculum 
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 Arts & Humanities Curriculum 
Draft 
6th Grade 

  

     
Grade 6     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Purposes for 
Creating the Arts  
The arts have played a 
major role throughout 
the history of humans. 
As the result of the 
power of the arts  
to communicate on a 
basic human level, 
they continue to serve 
a variety of purposes 
in society. The arts  
are used for artistic 
expression to portray 
specific emotions or 
feelings, to tell stories 
in a narrative  
manner, to imitate 
nature and to 
persuade others. The 
arts bring meaning to 
ceremonies, rituals,  
celebrations and 
commemorations. 
Additionally, they are 
used for recreation 
and to support 

1.12 Students 
speak using 
appropriate 
forms, 
conventions, and 
styles to 
communicate 
ideas and  
information to 
different 
audiences for 
different 
purposes.  
1.13 Students 
make sense of 
ideas and 
communicate 
ideas with the 
visual arts.  
1.14 Students 
make sense of 
ideas and 
communicate 
ideas with music.  
1.15 Students 
make sense of 
and communicate 

Grade 6 Skills and Concepts – Music 
Students will 
• compare and explain purposes for 
which music is created to fulfill 
(ceremonial, recreational, artistic 
expression) 
• create new, listen to, choose and 
perform music to fulfill a variety of 
specific purposes 
Grade 6 Skills and Concepts – Dance 
Students will 
• compare and explain purposes for 
which dance is created (ceremonial, 
recreational, artistic expression) 
• create new, observe, choose and 
perform dance to fulfill a variety of 
specific purposes 
Grade 6 Skills and Concepts – 
Drama/Theatre 
Students will 
• compare and explain purposes for 
which drama/theatre is created (sharing 
the human experience, passing on 
tradition and culture, recreational, artistic 
expression) 
• create or write new, observe, choose 
and perform dramatic works to fulfill a 

Students will understand 
that  
• the arts fulfill a variety 
of purposes in society 
(e.g., to present issues 
and ideas, to entertain, 
to  
teach or persuade, to 
design, plan and 
beautify).  
• the arts have value and 
significance for daily life. 
They provide personal 
fulfillment, whether in  
career settings, 
avocational pursuits, or 
leisure.  
• the arts provide forms 
of nonverbal 
communication that can 
strengthen the 
presentation of ideas  
and emotions.  
Grade 6 Skills and 
Concepts – Music  
Students will  
• compare and explain 
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recreational  
activities. Students 
experience the arts in 
a variety of roles 
through their own 
creations and 
performances  
and through those of 
others. Through their 
activities and 
observations, 
students learn to 
create arts and  
use them for a variety 
of purposes in society. 

ideas with 
movement.  
2.22 Students 
create works of 
art and make 
presentations to 
convey a point of 
view.  
2.26 Through the 
arts and 
humanities, 
students 
recognize that 
although people 
are different, they  
share some 
common 
experiences and 
attitudes.  
 

variety of specific purposes 
Grade 6 Skills and Concepts – Visual 
Arts 
Students will 
• compare and explain purposes for 
which visual art is created (ceremonial, 
artistic expression, narrative, functional) 
• create new, choose and experience 
artworks created to fulfill a variety of 
specific purposes 

purposes for which 
music is created to fulfill 
(ceremonial, 
recreational,  
artistic expression)  
• create new, listen to, 
choose and perform 
music to fulfill a variety of 
specific purposes 
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 Arts & Humanities Curriculum 
Draft 
6th Grade 

  

     
Grade 6     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Processes in 
the Arts  
There are three 

1.12 Students 
speak using 
appropriate 

Grade 6 Skills and Concepts – Music 
Students will 
• be actively involved in creating, 

Students will understand 
that  
• there are three distinct 

 



6th Grade Arts & Humanities 
Curriculum Draft 
Tichenor Middle School 
5/06 

9 

distinctive processes 
involved in the arts. 
These processes are 
creating new works,  
performing works for 
expressive purposes 
and responding to 
artworks. Each 
process is critical and 
relies  
on others for 
completion. Artists 
create works to 
express ideas, 
feelings or beliefs. The 
visual arts capture  
a moment in time 
while the performing 
arts (music, dance, 
drama/theatre) are 
performed for a live  
audience. The 
audience responds to 
the artistic 
expressions 
emotionally and 
intellectually based on 
the  
meaning of the work. 
Each process 
enhances 
understanding, 
abilities and 
appreciation of others.  
Students involved in 
these processes over 
time will gain a great 

forms, 
conventions, and 
styles to 
communicate 
ideas and  
information to 
different 
audiences for 
different 
purposes.  
1.13 Students 
make sense of 
ideas and 
communicate 
ideas with the 
visual arts.  
1.14 Students 
make sense of 
ideas and 
communicate 
ideas with music.  
1.15 Students 
make sense of 
and communicate 
ideas with 
movement.  
2.22 Students 
create works of 
art and make 
presentations to 
convey a point of 
view.  
2.25 In the 
products they 
make and the 
performances 
they present, 

notating, improvising and performing 
music (e.g., similar style answers to 
musical phrases, variations on given 
melodies, demonstrating unity/variety, 
tension/release, and balance) alone and 
with others 
• use knowledge of musical elements to 
create and perform music in an 
expressive manner 
• sing or play alone and with others 
examples of music with increasingly 
complex melodies and rhythmic patterns 
in treble and bass clef (with practice) 
• use knowledge of the elements of 
music and music terminology to describe 
and critique their own performances and 
the performances of others 
• identify and apply criteria for evaluating 
music (e.g., skill of performers, 
originality, emotional impact, variety, 
interest) 
• demonstrate behavior appropriate for 
observing the particular context and style 
of music being performed; discuss 
opinions with peers in a supportive and 
constructive way 
Grade 6 Skills and Concepts – Dance 
Students will 
• be actively involved in creating and 
performing dance (incorporating the 
elements of dance: space, time and 
force) alone and with others 
• create an improvisational dance with 
complex movements (beginning, middle 
and end) 
• use knowledge of dance elements to 
create and perform dance in an 

processes for 
involvement in the arts; 
creating new artworks, 
performing  
works previously created 
and responding to 
artworks and 
performances.  
• full understanding and 
appreciation of the arts 
requires some degree of 
involvement in all three  
processes.  
• openness, respect for 
work and an 
understanding of how 
artists apply elements 
and principles of  
design in creating and 
performing are personal 
attitudes and skills that 
enhance enjoyment of 
the  
observer.  
• existing and emerging 
technologies can extend 
the reach of the art form 
to new audiences.  
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appreciation for the 
arts, for artists past  
and present, and for 
the value of artistic 
expression.  
 

students show 
that they  
understand how 
time, place, and 
society influence 
the arts and 
humanities such 
as languages,  
literature, and 
history.  
 

expressive manner 
• use knowledge of the elements of 
dance and dance terminology to describe 
and critique their own performances and 
the performances of others 
• identify and apply criteria for evaluating 
dance (e.g., skill of performers, 
originality, emotional impact, variety, 
interest) 
• demonstrate behavior appropriate for 
observing the particular context and style 
of dance being performed; discuss 
opinions with peers in a supportive and 
constructive way 
Grade 6 Skills and Concepts – 
Drama/Theatre 
Students will 
• be actively involved in creating, 
improvising and performing dramatic 
works alone and with others, using 
elements of drama (Literary, Technical, 
Performance) 
• use knowledge of elements of drama 
to: 

o create and perform dramatic 
works in an expressive manner 

o describe and critique their own 
performances and the 
performances of others 

• use a variety of resources (e.g., 
research, peers, technology) to: 

o write, refine and record dialogue, 
monologues, and action 

o explore jobs/careers and skills 
associated with dramatic arts 
(theater, media) 

• identify and apply criteria for evaluating 
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dramatic works (e.g., skill of performers, 
originality, emotional impact, variety, 
interest, technical requirements: lighting, 
sound, scenery, costumes) 
• demonstrate behavior appropriate for 
observing the particular context and style 
of dramatic works being performed; 
discuss opinions with peers in a 
supportive and constructive way 
Grade 6 Arts Skills and Concepts – 
Visual 
Students will 
• be actively involved in selecting media, 
techniques and processes for creating 
artworks applying the elements of art and 
principles of design 
• use knowledge of the elements and 
principles of art and art terminology to: 

o create expressive artworks 
o describe and critique their own 

work and the work of others 
• identify and apply criteria for evaluating 
visual (e.g., skill of artist, originality, 
emotional impact, variety, interest) 
• demonstrate behavior appropriate for 
observing the particular context and style 
of the artwork being viewed; discuss 
opinions with peers in a supportive and 
constructive way 
• describe personal responses to 
artwork; explain why there might be 
different responses to specific works of 
art (e.g., personal experience, interest, 
medium used, effectiveness of message) 
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Grade 6     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: 
Interrelationships 
Among the Arts  
The arts share 
commonalities in 
structures, purposes, 
creative processes, 
and their ability to 
express  
ideals, feelings and 
emotions. Studying 
interrelationships 
among the arts 
enables students to 
get a broad  
view of the 
expressiveness of the 
art forms as a whole, 
and helps to develop a 
full appreciation of the 
arts  
as a mirror of human 
kind.  
 

1.12 Students 
speak using 
appropriate 
forms, 
conventions, and 
styles to 
communicate 
ideas and  
information to 
different 
audiences for 
different 
purposes.  
1.13 Students 
make sense of 
ideas and 
communicate 
ideas with the 
visual arts.  
1.14 Students 
make sense of 
ideas and 
communicate 
ideas with music.  
1.15 Students 
make sense of 
and communicate 

Grade 6 Skills and Concepts – Arts 
Students will 
• recognize common terms and concepts 
used in various arts (e.g., tempo in 
dance and music) 
• identify communication of common 
themes or ideas across different art 
forms 
• identify and explain connections 
between and among different art forms 
from the same culture or from the same 
time period 
• describe commonalities between the 
arts and other subjects taught in the 
school (e.g., observation skills in visual 
arts and science, historical and cultural 
perspectives in the arts and social 
studies, shape in visual art and 
mathematics, dance and a healthy 
lifestyle, fractions in music notation and 
mathematics, composing music and 
writing) 
• communicate common meaning 
through creating and performing in the 
four art forms 

Students will understand 
that  
• the arts are basic forms 
of human 
communication.  
• music, dance, drama 
and visual art created in 
common cultures and/or 
common historical 
periods  
tend to reflect common 
attitudes, ideas, beliefs 
and feelings.  
• the arts provide forms 
of non-verbal 
communication that can 
strengthen the 
presentation of ideas  
and emotions.  
• the modes of thinking 
and methods of the arts 
disciplines can be used 
to illuminate situations in  
other disciplines that 
require creative 
solutions.  
 

 



6th Grade Arts & Humanities 
Curriculum Draft 
Tichenor Middle School 
5/06 

13

ideas with 
movement.  
2.22 Students 
create works of 
art and make 
presentations to 
convey a point of 
view.  
2.25 In the 
products they 
make and the 
performances 
they present, 
students show 
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(Health) Draft 
6th Grade 

  

     
Grade 6      
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Personal 
Wellness (Health 
Education)  
Wellness is maximum 
well-being or total 
health. Personal 
wellness is a 
combination of 
physical, mental,  
emotional, spiritual 
and social well-being. 
It involves making 
behavioral choices 
and decisions each 
day  
that promote an 
individual’s physical 
well-being, the 
prevention of illnesses 
and diseases, and the 
ability  
to remain, physically, 
mentally, spiritually, 
socially and 
emotionally healthy.  
 

2.29 Students 
demonstrate 
skills that 
promote 
individual well-
being and healthy 
family 
relationships.  
2.31 Students 
demonstrate the 
knowledge and 
skills they need 
to remain 
physically healthy 
and to  
accept 
responsibility for 
their own 
physical well-
being.  
2.32 Students 
demonstrate 
strategies for 
becoming and 
remaining 
mentally and 
emotionally 

Students will 
• understand the importance of assuming 
responsibility for personal health 
behaviors: 

o predict how decisions regarding 
health behaviors (e.g., hygiene, 
diet, exercise) have 
consequences for self and 
others 

o analyze personal decisions that 
impact an individual’s emotional, 
sexual and reproductive health 
(e.g., abstinence) 

o explain how rights and 
responsibilities are interrelated 

• explore and analyze how an individuals 
behaviors and choices of diet, exercise 
and rest affect the body 
• analyze various communication 
methods and barriers for expressing 
health information and ideas 
 
Grade 6 Skills and Concepts – Growth 
and Development 
Students will 
• apply strategies and skills needed to 
obtain personal health goals during 

Students will understand 
that  
• it is important to 
assume responsibility for 
personal health.  
• Interactions with others 
are an integral part of the 
human life experience 
and contribute to healthy  
relationships. 
• the environment, 
lifestyle, family history, 
peers and other factors 
impact physical, social, 
mental  
and emotional health.  
• culture, values (e.g., 
individual, family, 
community) media and 
use of technology (e.g., 
television,  
computers, MP3 Players, 
electronic/arcade games) 
can influence personal 
behavioral choices  
games) can influence 
personal health.  
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healthy.  
3.2 Students 
demonstrate the 
ability to maintain 
a healthy 
lifestyle.  
4.1 Students 
effectively use 
interpersonal 
skills.  
4.4 Students 
demonstrate the 
ability to accept 
the rights and 
responsibilities 
for self and 
others.  
5.1 Students use 
critical thinking 
skills such as 
analyzing, 
prioritizing, 
categorizing, 
evaluating and  
comparing to 
solve a variety of 
problems in real-
life situations.  
5.4 Students use 
a decision-
making process 
to make informed 
decisions among 
options 

adolescence and identify the physical, 
social and emotional changes (e.g., 
growth spurts, peer influence, self-
confidence, mood swings) that occur 
during adolescence 
• explain basic structures and function of 
the reproductive system 
 
Grade 6 Skills and Concepts – Social, 
Mental and Emotional Health 
Students will 
• demonstrate social interaction skills by: 

o using appropriate means to 
express needs, wants and 
feelings 

o using and describe the 
importance of effective social 
interaction skills (e.g., respect, 
self-advocacy, cooperation, 
communication, identifying and 
being open to different 
perspectives and points of view, 
empathy, friendship) 

o recommending effective 
strategies for responding to 
stress, conflict, peer pressure 
and bullying 

o interpreting how individuals 
impact the effective functioning 
of groups 

• demonstrate the ability to apply a 
decision-making process to health issues 
and problems individually and 
collaboratively 
• identify common social and emotional 
problems (aggression, anxiety, 
depression, grief) and describe self-

• behavioral choices 
affect physical, mental, 
emotional and social 
well-being and can have 
positive  
or negative 
consequences on one’s 
health.  
• positive health habits 
can help prevent injuries 
and the spreading of 
diseases to self and 
others.  
• self-management and 
coping strategies can 
enhance mental and 
emotional health.  
• a variety of resources 
are available to inform, 
treat and counsel 
individuals with physical, 
mental,  
social and emotional 
health needs.  
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management and coping strategies (goal 
setting, refusal skills, decision making 
and time management) for addressing 
these problems 
 
Grade 6 Skills and Concepts – Family 
and Community Health 
Students will 
• analyze how personal health choices, 
individual well-being and use of health 
services can be influenced by: 

o family traditions/values 
o technology and media messages 
o cultural beliefs 
o physical, social and emotional 

environments 
o information from peers 

 
 
 
Grade 6 Skills and Concepts – 
Communicable, Non-Communicable 
and Chronic Diseases Prevention 
Students will 
• demonstrate an understanding of 
diseases by: 

o describing symptoms, causes, 
patterns of transmission, 
prevention and treatments of 
communicable diseases (colds, 
flu, mononucleosis, hepatitis, 
HIV/STD, tuberculosis) 

o describing symptoms, causes, 
patterns of transmission, 
prevention and treatments of 
non-communicable diseases 
(cancer, cardiovascular disease, 
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diabetes, obesity, asthma, 
emphysema) 

• investigate family history, environment, 
lifestyle and other risk factors related to 
the cause or prevention of disease and 
other health problems 
• demonstrate an understanding of how 
to maintain a healthy body by: 

o explaining how health is 
influenced by the interaction of 
body systems (e.g., 
reproductive, digestive, 
circulatory, skeletal, respiratory) 

o describing ways pathogens from 
the environment (e.g., air, food, 
people) enter the body and 
explaining how body defenses 
fight pathogens 

o explaining how personal hygiene 
practices affect physical, 
mental/emotional and social 
health; explaining how personal 
health habits (e.g., hand 
washing, care of teeth and eyes, 
sun protection) affect self and 
others in the prevention and 
spread of disease 

o identifying health care providers 
and describing reasons for 
preventive care 

 
Grade 6 Skills and Concepts – 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drugs 
Students will 
• demonstrate an understanding of the 
use and misuse of alcohol, tobacco and 
other drugs by: 
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o distinguishing between legal 
(e.g., over the counter, 
prescription drugs) and illegal 
drugs (e.g., inhalants, marijuana, 
stimulants, depressants) and 
describing how their usage 
affects the body systems 

o describing the immediate and 
long-term effects of alcohol and 
drug usage and the impact on 
physical, mental, emotional and 
social health (e.g., effects on 
family life) 

identifying resources available to 
individuals seeking treatment or 
counseling for negative behaviors or 
addictions 
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 Practical Living Curriculum 
(Health)  Draft 
6th Grade 

  

     
Grade 6      
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Nutrition 
(Health Education)  
Proper nutrition is 
critical to good health. 
To maintain a healthy 
weight, good dietary 

2.30 Students 
evaluate 
consumer 
products and 
services and 
make effective 

Students will 
• identify the role of nutrients and food 
sources which are important in the 
growth and development of healthy 
bodies 
• explain the role of nutrition on the body 

Students will understand 
that  
• proper nutrition is 
essential to growth and 
development.  
• nutrients have a role in 
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habits and physical  
activity are essential. 
Nutritious foods are 
necessary for growth, 
development and 
maintenance of 
healthy  
bodies. 

consumer 
decisions.  
2.31 Students 
demonstrate the 
knowledge and 
skills they need 
to remain 
physically healthy 
and to  
accept 
responsibility for 
their own 
physical well-
being.  
3.2 Students will 
demonstrate the 
ability to maintain 
a healthy 
lifestyle.  
3.5 Students will 
demonstrate self-
control and self-
discipline.  
5.1 Students use 
critical thinking 
skills such as 
analyzing, 
prioritizing, 
categorizing, 
evaluating and  
comparing to 
solve a variety of 
problems in real-
life situations.  
5.4 Students use 
decision-making 
process to make 

systems impacting growth and 
development 
• interpret, explain and apply the 
recommendations of national resources 
(e.g., Food Guide 
Pyramid (FGP), Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans, National Dairy Council) in 
making healthful food choices for a 
balanced diet 
• analyze factors (e.g., geography, 
convenience, cost, advertising) that 
influence healthy food choices 
• explain the role of nutrition on the body 
systems impacting the growth and 
development of healthy bodies 
• use the nutritional information provided 
on food labels to explain how it can 
impacts dietary choices 

the development of an 
individual’s health.  
• resources are available 
to assist in making 
nutritional choices.  
• individuals, families and 
community values 
influence nutritional 
choices.  
Grade 6 Skills and 
Concepts  
Students will  
• identify the role of 
nutrients and food 
sources which are 
important in the growth 
and development  
of healthy bodies  
• explain the role of 
nutrition on the body 
systems impacting 
growth and development  
• interpret, explain and 
apply the 
recommendations of 
national resources (e.g., 
Food Guide  
Pyramid (FGP), Dietary 
Guidelines for 
Americans, National 
Dairy Council) in making 
healthful  
food choices for a 
balanced diet  
• analyze factors (e.g., 
geography, convenience, 
cost, advertising) that 
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informed 
decisions among 
options. 

influence healthy food  
choices  
• explain the role of 
nutrition on the body 
systems impacting the 
growth and development 
of  
healthy bodies  
• use the nutritional 
information provided on 
food labels to explain 
how it can impacts 
dietary  
choices  
 

 
 
 
Tichenor Middle 
School Curriculum 
Draft 
5/06 

 Practical Living Curriculum 
(Health)  Draft 
6th Grade 

  

     
Grade 6      
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Safety 
(Health Education)  
Accidents are a major 
cause of injury and 
death to children and 
adolescents. 
Unintentional injuries  
involving motor 

2.31 Students 
demonstrate the 
knowledge and 
skills they need 
to remain 
physically healthy 
and to  
accept 

Students will 
• explain reasons for safety practices 
(e.g., walking in opposite direction of 
violence, staying calm in dangerous 
situations) for dealing with a variety of 
health hazards (e.g., firearms, motorized 
vehicles or potentially unsafe or 
threatening situations) encountered by 

Students will understand 
that  
• safety practices and 
procedures help to 
prevent injuries and 
provide a safe 
environment.  
• community and state 
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vehicle, falls, 
drowning, fires, 
firearms and poisons 
can occur at home, 
school and work.  
Safe behavior protects 
a person from danger 
and lessens the 
effects of harmful 
situations.  
 

responsibility for 
their own 
physical well-
being.  
2.33 Students 
demonstrate the 
skills to evaluate 
and use services 
and resources 
available in their  
community.  
3.2 Students will 
demonstrate the 
ability to maintain 
a healthy 
lifestyle.  
4.3 Students 
individually 
demonstrate 
consistent, 
responsive and 
caring behavior.  
4.4 Students 
demonstrate the 
ability to accept 
the rights and 
responsibilities 
for self and 
others.  
5.1 Students use 
skills such as 
analyzing, 
prioritizing, 
categorizing, 
evaluating and 
comparing to  
solve a variety of 

adolescents 
• describe potential hazards in and 
around the home and school explain how 
to prevent injuries 
• Identify and practice safety procedures 
needed for emergencies (e.g., tornado, 
fire, earthquake) at home and school 
• recognize life threatening emergencies 
and identify basic first-aid procedures for 
responding to a variety of life-threatening 
emergencies (e.g., choking, broken 
bones, shock, poisons, burns, allergic 
reactions, bleeding) 
• describe how to avoid dangerous 
situations involving strangers, fires and 
internet safety 
• identify local and state health/safety 
agencies (e.g., health department, fire 
department, state police, hospital 
transport services) and the services they 
provide 
• access and use reliable resources on 
safety guidelines for avoiding injuries and 
dangerous situations 
• identify and practice communications 
skills needed in emergency situations 

resources are available 
to assist in hazardous 
situations.  
• proper procedures 
must be used in 
emergency situations.  
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problems in real-
life situations.  
5.4 Students use 
a decision-
making process 
to make informed 
decisions among-
options. 

 
 
 
Tichenor Middle 
School Curriculum 
Draft 
5/06 

 Practical Living Curriculum 
(Physical Education)  Draft 
6th Grade 

  

     
Grade 6      
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Psychomotor 
Skills (Physical 
Education)  
Cognitive information 
can be used to 
understand and 
enhance the 
development of motor 
skills such as  
movement sequences 
and patterns. 
Individuals who 
understand their 
bodies and how to 
perform various  

2.34 Students 
perform physical 
movements skills 
effectively in a 
variety of 
settings.  
2.35 Students 
demonstrate 
knowledge and 
skills that 
promote physical 
activity and 
involvement in  
physical activity 
throughout lives.  

Students will 
• identify and apply principles of motor 
skill refinement (e.g. accuracy, 
technique, movement) that are 
necessary for skill development 
• demonstrate a variety of locomotor and 
combination skills in a movement pattern 
• use non-locomotor, locomotor and 
combination skills to demonstrate 
movements in simple games and other 
activities 
• demonstrate a variety of non-locomotor, 
locomotor and combination skills while 
participating in different games and 
sports 

Students will understand 
that  
• movement concepts, 
principles, strategies and 
tactics apply to the 
learning and 
performance of  
physical activities.  
• motor skills need to be 
refined, combined and 
varied in the 
development of 
specialized skills  
(e.g., serving, catching 
with a glove, dribbling, 
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movements will be 
safer and more 
productive in 
recreation and work 
activities.  
Development of  
psychomotor skills 
contributes to the 
development of social 
and cognitive skills.  
 

4.1 Students 
effectively use 
interpersonal 
skills.  
 

• demonstrate refined manipulative skills 
of throwing, catching, kicking and striking 
while developing motor skills (e.g., 
sliding, running, jumping) for use in 
games and other activities that lead to 
more complex games and sports (e.g., 
long jump, hurdles, volleyball, soccer, 
softball) 
• demonstrate how transitional motor 
skills (e.g., punting, serving, dribbling) 
are influenced by space, force and time 
 

punting). 

 
 
 
Tichenor Middle 
School Curriculum 
Draft 
5/06 

 Practical Living Curriculum 
(Physical Education)  Draft 
6th Grade 

  

     
Grade 6      
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Lifetime 
Physical Wellness 
(Physical Education)  
Lifetime wellness is 
health-focused. The 
health-related 
activities and content 
utilized are presented 
to  
help students become 
more responsible for 

2.31 Students 
demonstrate the 
knowledge and 
skills they need 
to remain 
physically healthy 
and to  
accept 
responsibility for 
their own 
physical well-

Students will 
• identify several moderate to vigorous 
physical activities that provide personal 
pleasure 
• explain the physical, emotional/mental 
and social value in participating in 
physical activity 
• describe the physical, emotional/mental 
and social benefits gained from regular 
participation in leisure/recreational or 
competitive physical activities 

Students will understand 
that  
• leisure/recreational or 
competitive physical 
activities provide 
opportunities for self-
expression,  
social interactions and 
can be enjoyable and 
challenging.  
• intrinsic values and 
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their overall health 
status, and to prepare 
each student to  
demonstrate 
knowledge and skills 
that promote physical 
activity throughout 
their lives. Physical 
education  
uses physical activity 
as a means to help 
students acquire 
skills, fitness, 
knowledge and 
attitudes that  
contribute to their 
optimal development 
and well-being. 
Physical, mental, 
emotional and social 
health is  
strengthened by 
regular involvement in 
physical activities.  
 

being.  
2.34 Students 
perform physical 
movements skills 
effectively in a 
variety of 
settings.  
2.35 Students 
demonstrate 
knowledge and 
skills that 
promote physical 
activity and 
involvement in  
physical activity 
throughout lives.  
3.1 Students 
demonstrate 
positive growth in 
self-concept 
through 
appropriate tasks 
or projects.  
3.2 Students 
demonstrate the 
ability to maintain 
a healthy 
lifestyle.  
3.7 Students 
demonstrate the 
ability to learn on 
one’s own.  
4.2 Students use 
productive team 
membership 
skills.  
 

• recognize through participation in a 
variety of activities that personal skill 
development results from prior 
experiences, natural ability and practice 
• describe the relationship between effort 
and improvement in skills gained from 
physical activities 
• participate regularly in physical activity 
• when participating in a variety of 
physical activities, sports and games: 

o identify and apply rules of 
behavior and fair play (e.g., 
accepting authoritative 
decisions, assessing one’s own 
performance level, accepting 
skills and abilities of others 
through verbal and nonverbal 
actions for spectators and/or 
participants) 

o demonstrate sportsmanship, 
cooperation, teamwork and 
conflict resolution 

o identify and use appropriate 
safety principles, rules, 
procedures and etiquette 

o identify offensive and defensive 
strategies used in games and 
sports 

• identify and assess activities that 
enhance the health related fitness 
components (muscular strength, 
muscular endurance, flexibility, body 
composition, cardio respiratory 
endurance) 
• explain the meaning of the F.I.T.T. 
Principle (Frequency, Intensity, Type, 
Time) and examine their impact on 

other benefits (physical, 
emotional/mental, social) 
are gained by regular  
participation in 
leisure/recreational or 
competitive activities.  
• techniques, strategies 
and practice are 
important for improving 
performance of sport 
skills.  
• rules impact effective 
participation in physical 
activities.  
• personal and social 
behavior that shows 
respect to self and others 
impacts enjoyment and 
safety  
in physical activity 
settings.  
• regular participation in 
health-related, physical 
activity supports the 
goals of fitness and a  
healthier lifestyle 
throughout life.  
• fitness principles and 
techniques are used to 
improve/maintain 
physical health 
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improving personal fitness 
• identify and assess lifetime activities 
(e.g., biking, hiking, horseback riding, 
swimming) that enhance the health-
related fitness components (muscular 
strength, muscular endurance, flexibility, 
body composition, cardio respiratory 
endurance) 
• investigate how the systems of the 
body affect an individual’s personal 
fitness level 
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Tichenor Middle 
School Curriculum 
Draft 
5/06 

 Vocational Studies Curriculum 
Draft 
6th Grade 

  

     
Grade 6      
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Consumer 
Decisions  
Individual and families 
need to make 
consumer decisions 
due to the numerous 
products/services on 
the  
market, multiple 
advertising 
techniques, and the 
need to make 
responsible financial 
management  
decisions. Accessing 
and assessing 
consumer information, 
comparing and 
evaluating products 
and  
services, provides 
basis for making 
effective consumer 
decisions. Consumer 
decisions influence 
the use  
of resources and the 

2.30 Students 
evaluate 
consumer 
products and 
services and 
make effective 
consumer 
decisions.  
2.33 Students 
demonstrate the 
skills to evaluate 
and use services 
and resources 
available in their  
community.  
4.4 Students 
demonstrate the 
ability to accept 
the rights and 
responsibilities 
for self and 
others.  
5.4 Students use 
a decision-
making process 
to make informed 
decisions among 

Students will 
• evaluate economic and social concepts 
and why they are important for consumer 
decisions by: 

o analyzing the differences 
between needs and wants and 
how individuals and families 
make choices 

o determining ways in which goods 
and services used by families 
impact the environment 

o applying decision-making 
strategies when buying products 

o comparing and evaluating 
products and services based on 
major factors (e.g., price, quality, 
features) when making 
consumer decisions 

o comparing the relationship 
between supply and demand 
and their role in meeting 
consumer needs 

• investigate how culture, media and 
technology can influence consumer 
decisions by: 

o explaining how culture, media 
and technology impact the family 

Students will understand 
that  
• economic and social 
factors affect consumer 
decisions.  
• culture, media and 
technology can influence 
consumer decisions.  
• consumer advocacy 
groups impact 
consumer’s rights and 
responsibilities.  
• consumer actions (e.g., 
reusing, reducing, 
recycling) influence the 
use of resources and 
impact  
the environment.  
• advocacy is important 
for personal, family and 
community health and 
safety issues. 
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impact they have on 
the community and 
environment.  
 

options.  
 

and consumer decision-making 
o identifying and explaining ways 

consumer’s buying practices are 
influenced by peer pressure, 
desire for status and advertising 
techniques (e.g., bandwagon, 
facts and figures, emotional 
appeal, 
endorsement/testimonials) 

o exploring the positive and 
negative effects of advertising 
and explain the impact they have 
on consumer decisions 

• explain ways consumer rights and 
responsibilities are protected (e.g., 
government agencies, consumer 
protection agencies, consumer action 
groups) 
• evaluate ways consumer actions (e.g., 
reusing, reducing, recycling) influence 
the use of resources and impact the 
environment by: 

o using resources from home, 
school, and community that 
provide accurate and relevant 
health information 

o describing the influence of 
environmental factors that 
positively and negatively affect 
health 

o researching and describing 
services provided by 
environmental agencies (e.g., 
Soil Conversation, 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, KY Department of 
Natural Resources) 
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o investigating conservation issues 
related to consumption and 
waste management practices  

• use a variety of sources to find 
examples of jobs carried out by people at 
school and in the community that support 
job success 
• examine individual, family, and 
community roles and responsibilities by: 

o investigating a variety of 
resources and explain ways in 
which consumers are addressing 
the effects of renewable 
resources on the environment 

o describing jobs carried out by 
people at school and in the 
community that support success 
in school 

• (cc) Students will identify and explain 
the importance of resources and 
services provided by community 
agencies and how these resources 
benefit the overall community. 
o Public health department 
o Fire department 
o Police department 
o Family resource center 
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Tichenor Middle 
School Curriculum 
Draft 
5/06 

 Vocational Studies Curriculum 
Draft 
6th Grade 

  

     
Grade 6      
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Financial 
Literacy  
Financial literacy 
provides knowledge 
so that students are 
responsible for their 
personal economic 
well- 
being. As consumers, 
individuals need 
economic knowledge 
as a base for making 
financial decisions  
impacting short and 
long term goals 
throughout one’s 
lifetime. Financial 
literacy will empower 
students by  
providing them with 
the skills and 
awareness needed to 
establish a foundation 
for a future of financial  
responsibility and 
economic 
independence.  

2.30 Students 
evaluate 
consumer 
products and 
services and 
make effective 
consumer 
decisions.  
2.33 Students 
demonstrate the 
skills to evaluate 
and use services 
and resources 
available in their  
community. 

Students will 
• evaluate financial management 
resources and how they are needed to 
meet goals of individuals and families by: 

o prioritizing financial 
goals that might affect 
individuals, families and 
community 

o explaining various types 
of expenses (e.g., food, 
clothing, entertainment) 
and savings (e.g., piggy 
bank, bank account, 
savings bonds) 

• investigate savings plans and budgets 
in making financial decisions by: 

o developing a savings 
plan that would achieve 
a specific goal 

o describing basic 
components of a budget 
(e.g., income, fixed and 
flexible expenses, and 
savings) 

o explaining when and 
why borrowing is used 
for the purchase of 

Students will understand 
that  
• management of 
financial resources is 
needed to meet goals of 
individuals and families.  
• savings plans and 
budgets are a basic 
component in making 
financial decisions.  
• various services are 
provided by financial 
institutions (e.g., banks, 
credit unions).  
• career choice and 
lifestyle impact an 
individual’s financial 
future.  
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 goods and services 
• describe how basic services (e.g., 
deposits, checking account, savings 
account) are provided by financial 
institutions (e.g., banks, credit unions) 
• explain how financial goals affect future 
lifestyle expectations and career choices 

 
 
 
Tichenor Middle 
School Curriculum 
Draft 
5/06 

 Vocational Studies Curriculum Draft 
6th Grade 

  

     
Grade 6      
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Career 
Awareness, 
Exploration, Planning  
Career awareness, 
exploration and 
planning gives 
students the 
opportunity to 
discover the various 
career  
areas that exist and 
introduce them to the 
realities involved with 
the workplace. Many 
factors need to be  
considered when 

2.36 Students 
use strategies for 
choosing and 
preparing for a 
career.  
2.37 Students 
demonstrate 
skills and work 
habits that lead to 
success in future 
schooling and 
work.  
2.38 Students 
demonstrate 
skills such as 
interviewing, 

Students will 
• evaluate why people need to work (e.g., earn 
money, contribute to community, enhance self-
esteem) to meet basic needs (e.g., food, 
clothing, shelter), provide self-satisfaction, and 
enjoyment 
• investigate how jobs/careers reflect both 
individual and societal needs and vary within 
communities and regions by: 

o comparing different job 
opportunities in the home, 
school, and community (e.g., 
home business, flexible 
schedule) 

o recognizing that the roles of 
individuals at home, in the 

Students will 
understand that  
• an individual’s 
work/career 
encompasses 
more factors than 
providing for 
basic needs.  
• jobs/careers 
reflect both 
individual and 
societal needs 
and vary within 
communities and 
regions.  
• career choices 
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selecting a career path 
and preparing for 
employment. Career 
awareness, 
exploration  
and planning will 
enable students to 
recognize the value of 
education and learn 
how to plan for 
careers.  
The relationship 
between academics 
and jobs/careers will 
enable students to 
make vital 
connections that  
will give meaning to 
their learning.  
 

writing resumes, 
and completing 
applications  
that are needed 
to be accepted 
into college or 
other 
postsecondary 
training or to get 
a job.  
5.4 Students use 
a decision-
making process 
to make informed 
decision among 
options.  
 

workplace, and in the 
community are constantly 
changing 

• describe a range of academic skills acquired in 
school (e.g., verbal and nonverbal 
communication, computer/technical, 
mathematical) and explain how these skills 
impact job success and future career 
opportunities by: 

o researching career choices 
through the use of technology 

o identifying jobs in career 
clusters (e.g., Business and 
Marketing, Communications, 
Human Services, Social 
Services, Information 
Technology, Education, Social 
Sciences) that vary within and 
among regions 

o identifying resources (e.g., 
Internet, newspapers, 
magazines, counselors) and 
experiences (e.g., shadowing, 
mentoring) that can be used for 
locating job and career 
information 

• develop an educational plan that can impact 
their future career opportunities by: 

o creating an Individual Learning 
Plan (ILP) as a tool to explore 
self-knowledge and academic 
aptitude and understand that 
career paths should relate to 
interests, aptitude, and abilities 

o identifying available 
postsecondary options (e.g., 
community and technical 

are available in 
planning for 
job/careers in a 
variety of career 
clusters.  
• the connection 
between work 
and academic 
achievement can 
influence one’s 
future job/career.  
• an Individual 
Learning Plan 
(ILP) is an 
academic and 
career planning 
tool.  
• self-knowledge 
is an important 
part of the career 
planning process.  
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colleges, 4-year colleges, 
military service) used when 
developing career goals that are 
included in the Individual 
Learning Plan (ILP) 

• recognize how self-knowledge (e.g., interests, 
abilities) is helpful when selecting and preparing 
for a career path and that unique interests may 
lead to career choices 
• (cc) Students will describe how informal 

assessments, work place visits, and guest 
speakers are used in determining individual 
traits (e.g., interests, abilities, learning 
styles) and explain how knowledge of such 
traits is helpful in developing career goals for 
an Individual Graduation Plan (IGP) 

 
 
 
 
Tichenor Middle 
School Curriculum 
Draft 
5/06 

 Vocational Studies Curriculum 
Draft 
6th Grade 

  

     
Grade 6      
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: 
Employability Skills  
Employability skills 
will focus on student’s 
competencies with 
their work habits and 

2.36 Students 
use strategies for 
choosing and 
preparing for a 
career.  
2.37 Students 

Students will 
• evaluate how interpersonal skills impact 
individual’s career choice and success in 
the workplace by: 

o explaining ways to 
cooperate at home, 

Students will understand 
that  
• interpersonal skills 
impact individual’s career 
choice and success in 
the workplace.  
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academic/technical  
skills that will impact 
an individual’s 
success in school and 
workplace. School-to-
work transition skills 
will  
help students develop 
interpersonal skills 
and positive work 
habits.  
 

demonstrate 
skills and work 
habits that lead to 
success in future 
schooling and 
work.  
2.38 Students 
demonstrate 
skills such as 
interviewing, 
writing résumé 
and completing 
applications that  
are needed to be 
accepted into 
college or other 
postsecondary 
training or to get 
a job.  
3.8 Students 
demonstrate the 
ability to make 
decisions based 
on ethical values.  
 

school and work 
o identifying available 

resources to locate job 
openings in the 
community 

o identifying effective 
group interaction 
strategies (e.g., 
communicating 
effectively, conflict 
resolution, compromise) 
to develop team skills 

o demonstrating how 
working cooperatively 
with people of diverse 
backgrounds and 
abilities is important to 
achieve success in the 
workplace 

o explaining the 
importance of working 
cooperatively with others 
by contributing ideas, 
suggestions and efforts 
to complete a task 

• explain how attitudes and work habits 
contribute to success at home, school 
and work by: 

o describing leadership 
skills needed in the 
school, community and 
the workplace 

o explaining how attitudes 
and work habits transfer 
from the home and 
school to the workplace 

o identifying 

• attitudes and work 
habits contribute to 
success at home, school 
and work.  
• employability skills are 
important to achieve 
success in the 
workplace.  
• academic and technical 
skills contribute to 
obtaining and 
succeeding in 
employment.  
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consequences for 
actions when disobeying 
rules and routines when 
employed 

o explaining the role of 
authority in school and 
the workplace 

o identifying the 
importance of 
developing good work 
habits (e.g., attendance, 
time management, 
problem-solving) 

• describe how employability skills are 
important to achieve success in the 
workplace by: 

o explaining the 
components and 
complete a job 
application 

o examining potential 
job/careers in the 
community 

o explaining how success 
in an academic course of 
study could contribute to 
the ability to achieve and 
succeed in employment 
(e.g., Science/Medicine, 
Language Arts/Librarian) 

• explain how academic and technical 
skills contribute to obtaining and 
succeeding in employment by: 

o explaining how effective 
communication skills 
(e.g., reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening) 
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impacts work-related 
situations and give 
examples for success at 
home, school and work 

explaining how success in a technical 
course of study could contribute to the 
achievement in employment (e.g., 
Computer and Technology 
Concepts/Web Design, Life Skills/Child 
Care) 

 
 
Tichenor Middle 
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 Vocational Studies 
Curriculum Draft 
6th Grade 

  

     
Grade 6      
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: 
Communication/Technology  
Special communication and 
technology skills are 
needed for success in 
schooling and in the 
workplace.  
Students will be able to 
express information and 
ideas using a variety of 
technologies in various 
ways.  
 

1.16 Students 
use computers 
and other kinds 
of technology to 
collect, organize, 
and 
communicate  
information and 
ideas.  
2.37 Students 
demonstrate 
skills and work 
habits that lead 
to success in 
future schooling 

Students will 
• explain how scientific and 
technological changes impact specific 
careers (e.g., Nursing, Meteorologist, 
Radio and Television Broadcaster, 
Journalist) 
• evaluate how technology tools (e.g., 
computer programs, Internet, email, 
cell phones) are used in homes, 
schools and jobs by: 

o explaining how 
technology provides 
access to information 
and resources at 
home, school and the 

Students will 
understand that  
• scientific and 
technological changes 
can impact a variety of 
careers.  
• technology skills can 
enhance learning and 
be used in developing 
a career plan.  
• communication skills 
are essential in 
seeking and 
maintaining 
jobs/careers.  
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and work.  
2.38 Students 
demonstrate 
skills such as 
interviewing, 
writing resumes, 
and completing 
applications  
that are needed 
to be accepted 
into college or 
other 
postsecondary 
training or to get 
a job. 

workplace 
o developing 

components of an on-
line Individual 
Learning Plan (ILP) to 
provide a focus for 
academic and career 
planning 

• demonstrate how communication 
skills are essential in seeking and 
maintaining jobs/careers by: 

o describing the role of 
technology within a 
community in 
maintaining safe and 
healthy living 
environment 

o demonstrating how 
nonverbal 
communication skills 
(e.g., body language, 
facial expression, 
posture, dress) can 
impact relationships 
at home, school and 
the workplace 

explaining how written communication 
skills are used at school and in the 
workplace 
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Grades 6-8 

  

     
Technology 
Grades 6-8 

    

Big Idea: Academic 
Expectations 

Skills & Concepts 
Program of Studies  

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Information, 
Communication and 
Productivity  
Students demonstrate 
a sound 
understanding of the 
nature and operations 
of technology 
systems.  
Students use 
technology to learn, to 
communicate, 
increase productivity 
and become 
competent users of  
technology. Students 
manage and create 
effective oral, written 
and multimedia 
communication in a  
variety of forms and 
contexts.  
 

1.11 Students write using 
appropriate forms, 
conventions, and styles to 
communicate ideas and  
information to different 
audiences for different 
purposes.  
1.16 Students use 
computers and other kinds 
of technology to collect, 
organize, and communicate  
information and ideas.  
3.3 Students demonstrate 
the ability to be adaptable 
and flexible through 
appropriate tasks or  
projects.  
6.1 Students connect 
knowledge and 
experiences from different 
subject areas.  
6.3 Students expand their 
understanding of existing 
knowledge by making 
connections with new  
knowledge, skills, and 

Students will  
• use technology to 
communicate in a variety of 
modes (e.g., audio, speech to 
text, print, media)  
• select and use appropriate 
technology to collect, analyze 
and share information  
• use online collaboration and 
interactive projects (e.g., email, 
videoconferencing) to 
communicate  
with others (e.g., experts, 
mentors)  
• use a variety of electronic 
formats (e.g., web publishing, 
oral presentations, journals and  
multimedia presentations) to 
summarize and communicate 
results  
Middle Skills and Concepts – 
Productivity  
Students will  
• use productivity tools to 
complete content assignments 
and projects  

Students will understand 
that  
• appropriate 
terminology, proper 
keyboarding, computer 
operations and 
applications assist to 
gain  
confidence in the use of 
technology.  
• technology (e.g. 
keyboarding, word 
processing, 
spreadsheets, 
databases, hardware, 
scanners,  
digital and video 
cameras) is used 
effectively and efficiently 
to accomplish a task.  
• technology is used to 
communicate in a variety 
of ways.  
• productivity tools are 
used effectively and 
efficiently to accomplish 
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experiences. • construct and publish 
information in printed and 
digital formats (e.g., printed 
reports, resumes,  
brochures, charts, multimedia 
presentations, videos and 
websites) for authentic 
audiences  
• use technology to develop 
innovative and creative 
products  
 

a task.  
Middle Skills and 
Concepts – Information  
Students will  
• use a variety of 
technology (e.g., 
probeware, handhelds, 
digital and video 
cameras, scanners) to  
collect, analyze and 
present in all content 
areas  
• recognize, discuss and 
use terms/concepts 
related to the protection 
of computers, networks 
and  
information (e.g., virus 
protection, network 
security, passwords, 
firewalls, privacy laws)  
• use proper 
keyboarding techniques, 
optimal posture and 
correct hand placement 
(e.g., continue  
appropriate finger 
reaches and building 
speed)  
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 Technology Curriculum 
Draft 
Grades 6-8 

  

     
Technology 
Grades 6-8 

    

Big Idea: Academic 
Expectations 

Skills & Concepts 
Program of Studies  

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Safety and 
Ethical/Social Issues  
Students understand 
safety and 
ethical/social issues 
related to technology. 
Students practice and 
engage  
in safe, responsible 
and ethical use of 
technology. Students 
develop positive 
attitudes toward 
technology  
use that supports 
lifelong learning, 
collaboration, 
personal pursuits and 
productivity. 
 

2.17 Students interact 
effectively and work 
cooperatively with the 
many ethnic and cultural 
groups of  
our nation and world.  
3.6 Students demonstrate 
the ability to make 
decisions based on ethical 
values.  
4.3 Students individually 
demonstrate consistent, 
responsive and caring 
behavior.  
4.4 Students demonstrate 
the ability to accept the 
rights and responsibilities 
for self and others.  
4.5 Students demonstrate 
an understanding of, 
appreciation for and 
sensitivity to a multi-cultural 
and  
world view.  
 

Students will  
• describe intellectual property 
issues related to technology  
• practice responsible (e.g., 
virus protection, passwords) 
use of technology adhering to 
the  
Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) 
as well as other state and 
federal laws  
• model ethical behavior 
relating to security, privacy, 
passwords and personal 
information and  
recognize possible 
consequences of misuse  
• use legal and ethical practices 
when completing digital 
projects/school work and credit 
all  
participants for their 
contribution to the work  
• investigate basic issues 
related to responsible use of 
technology and describe 
personal  

Students will understand 
that  
• collaborative and 
interactive projects use 
technology to enhance 
learning.  
• acceptable technology 
etiquette is essential to 
respectful social 
interactions and good 
citizenship.  
• ethical use of 
technology is necessary 
to ensure safety, privacy 
and legal issues.  
• technology is used in 
occupations as a basic 
skill to be successful and 
productive in a global 
society.  
• assistive technology 
supports learning to 
ensure equitable access 
to a productive life. 
Middle Skills and 
Concepts – Safety  
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consequences of inappropriate 
use  
• investigate software piracy, its 
impact on the technology 
industry and possible 
repercussions to  
individuals and/or the school 
district  
Middle Skills and Concepts – 
Human Issues  
Students will  
• use appropriate behavior 
related to computers, networks, 
digital information (e.g., 
security,  
privacy, passwords, personal 
information)  
• use proper social etiquette 
with any technology (e.g., 
email, blogs, IM, telephone, 
help desk)  
while collaborating with peers, 
experts and others  
• use technology to engage in 
interactive projects in the 
classroom  
• describe how societal 
expectations drive the 
acceptance and use of new 
products and systems  
• investigate how the use of 
technology affects humans in 
various ways (e.g., safety, 
comfort,  
choices and attitudes)  
• explore how technology is 
used in different occupations  

Students will  
• explain the importance 
of safe Internet use (e.g., 
iSafe skills)  
• apply safe behavior 
when using technology 
Middle Skills and 
Concepts – Ethical 
Issues  
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• engage technology to support 
learning (e.g., online courses, 
online assessments)  
• conclude that assistive 
technology supports learning to 
ensure equitable access to a 
productive life  
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Technology 
Grades 6-8 

    

Big Idea: Academic 
Expectations 

Skills & Concepts 
Program of Studies  

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Research, 
Inquiry/Problem-
Solving and 
Innovation  
Students understand 
the role of technology 
in research and 
experimentation. 
Students engage  
technology in 
developing solutions 
for solving problems 
in the real world. 
Students will use 
technology for  

1.1 Students use reference 
tools such as dictionaries, 
almanacs, encyclopedias, 
and computer  
reference programs and 
research tools such as 
interviews and surveys to 
find the information  
they need to meet specific 
demands, explore interests, 
or solve specific problems.  
2.3 Students identify and 
analyze systems and the 
ways their components 
work together or affect  

Middle Skills and Concepts - 
Research  
Students will  
• demonstrate an 
understanding of the strengths 
and limitations of the Internet  
• apply a research process 
model (e.g., Big6, Research 
Cycle) to conduct online 
research  
• locate and collect information 
from a variety of electronic 
resources (e.g. search engines, 
CD- 
ROM, online periodical 

Students will understand 
that  
• technology supports 
creative thinking and 
implementation of new 
ideas to reach goals.  
• technology supports 
critical thinking skills 
used in inquiry/problem 
solving to make informed  
decisions.  
• technology assists in 
researching, analyzing 
and evaluating 
information obtained 
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original creation and 
innovation.  
 

each other. 
5.1 Students use critical 
thinking skills such as 
analyzing, prioritizing, 
categorizing, evaluating, 
and  
comparing to solve a 
variety of problems in real-
life situations.  
5.2 Students use creative 
thinking skills to develop or 
invent novel, constructive 
ideas or products.  
5.4 Students use a 
decision-making process to 
make informed decisions 
among options.  
5.5 Students use problem-
solving processes to 
develop solutions to 
relatively complex 
problems.  
6.1 Students connect 
knowledge and 
experiences from different 
subject areas. 

databases, Virtual library/online 
catalogs, interactive video 
conferencing)  
and correctly cite sources  
• evaluate the accuracy and 
appropriateness of electronic 
information  
• organize information that is 
collected using a variety of 
tools (e.g., spreadsheet, 
database, saved  
files)  
• communicate results of 
research and learning with 
others using the most 
appropriate tools (e.g.,  
desktop-published or word-
processed report, multimedia 
presentation)  
• manipulate data using 
charting tools and graphic 
organizers (e.g., concept 
mapping, flow charting  
and outlining software) to 
connect ideas and organize 
information  
Middle Skills and Concepts – 
Inquiry/Problem-solving  
Students will  
• use appropriate technology 
and strategies to solve content-
specific problems in the real-
world  
• determine which technology is 
useful and select the 
appropriate tool(s) (e.g., 
calculators, data  

from a variety of  
sources to answer an 
essential question 
across all content areas.  
• technology is used to 
analyze real world data 
through inquiry/problem 
solving in order to 
produce  
results.  
• technology problem 
solving strategies is 
applied to innovative 
design for authentic, 
creative and  
real-world applications.  
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collection probes, videos, 
educational software) to 
inquire/problem- solve in self-
directed and  
extended learning  
• apply strategies for identifying 
and solving minor hardware 
and software problems  
• use technology to solve 
problems using critical thinking 
and problem-solving strategies  
• explore how inquiry/problem-
solving impact science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics  
(STEM) (e.g., design, 
programming, robotics)  
Middle Skills and Concepts – 
Innovation  
Students will  
• use technology to express 
creativity in all content areas  
• design, develop, publish and 
present original, innovative 
products (e.g., Web pages, 
video,  
robotics, online content)  
• collaborate with peers, 
experts and others to develop 
solutions and innovative 
products (e.g.,  
design/CAD, troubleshooting, 
helpdesk, models, systems)  
• describe how technological 
innovation often results when 
ideas, knowledge or skills are 
shared  
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within a technology  
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